
APRIL CALENDAR 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

Apr. 4 — The Rev. 
William Phillips returns 
to the pulpit 

  —10:30 am , UUCG 
Church, 1710 Gloucester 
St., Brunswick 

   —First Sunday Forum,   
9:30 am    Hunter Key on 
UU History 

Apr. 11— —  Special 
Social Justice service 
(Details on Page 3) 

—10:30 am   

Apr. 18 —Poetry Sun-
day (story this page) 

—10:30 am 

Coming Events 
   

Apr. 11 — Book dis-
cussion, “The Help” 
(story, page 3, 2:30 pm 

Apr. 18— “GIN meet-
ing, movie, “Fried Green 
Tomatoes, 4 pm  

Apr.  24—  Wolfe 
Street Clean-up (page 3) 

 

Apr. 30 — Stand 
Against Racism (page 3) 
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    Jerry Hegstrom has been 
named chair of a new church 
group called the Team Coun-
cil.  
    It consists 
of the heads 
of the con-
gregation’s 
various 
Teams and 
will handle 
many opera-
tional issues 
that up until 
now have 
taken up 
much of the 
time of the 
Board of Trustees.  
    Bill Van Loan, who was 
instrumental in setting up the 
council, said the board often 
gets bogged down talking 
about minutiae, such as 
whether to have the carpet 
cleaned or when coffee hour 
should be, and doesn’t have 
time to work on the really 
important things.   
   He said the Teams have 
been given responsibility but 
not authority, particularly 
regarding money.  Team lead-

ers get frustrated and the 
board meetings are dominated 
by matters that could best be 
handled by teams, he said.    

    The Team 
Council will 
meet twice a 
month.  The 
first meeting 
was recently 
held.    
  “The teams 
will operate 
like a busi-
ness, they 
will prepare 
annual plans 
and budgets, 

report on the status of both 
every two months,” Van Loan 
said.. “We have already had 
our first meeting and they are 
busy working on their Team 
plans for next year.”  
   Hegstrom has also been 
named chair of the Finance 
Team.  Van Loan will be 
heading up a new marketing 
team, and is looking for mem-
bers for the team.   

Bill’s Back — And in  

A Thanking Mood 
   The Rev. William Phillips will 
return to the pulpit this Sunday 
after spending time recuperating 
from heart by-pass surgery.  

   In his “I Was Just Thinking” 
column, on pages 4-5, he shows 
his appreciation for several con-
gregational members.   

Team Council Created to Handle  

Operational Issues of the Church  

Slate Nominated for  
Board Positions  
   A nominating committee, 
headed by Bill Van Loan, has 
come up with the following slate 
for board positions.  The election 
will be at the annual meeting 
following the Sunday service 
May 2.  
President:  Catherine Squire 
Vice President: Bob Ingram 
Treasurer: Ken Trobaugh 
Secretary:  Mary Freeman 
At Large:    Barbara Sprouse 
                  Diane Knight 
                 Mary Ann Freeling   

ex officio:   Ted Davis 
                  Herb Frederick 
                  Bill Phillips 

Sprouse, Musselman to 
Head Annual Fund Drive  
   We’re nearing that time of 
year again when we have to 
raise some money to pay our 
bills.  
   The annual pledge drive for 
the operating fund will begin 
later this month.  Bob Sprouse 
and Meg Musselman are co-
chairing this year’s effort. 
   You’ll be hearing a lot more 
about this in the weeks ahead. 

Hegstrom  

Congregation Likes Thomas Jefferson Name  
   At a special congregational meeting following the March 21 
service, the Unitarian Universalists of Coastal Georgia voted 
against a proposal to change the name of  the Thomas Jeffer-
son District. By a vote of 26 to 7, the congregation said it pre-
ferred to keep the present name. The issue is to be voted on at 
the Thomas Jefferson District meeting April 30-May1 on St. 
Helena Island, SC. In a separate vote, the congregation said if 
the district does vote to change the name, the name UUCG 
prefers is the Atlantic Southeast District.  Barbara Sprouse and 
Bill Van Loan will be our official delegates at the meeting.  
Others in the congregation are invited to attend.  The Rev. 
Chris Buice of Knoxville will be the keynote speaker.  

Youth Group Featured 
On Poetry Sunday 
   This year’s Poetry Sunday 
will be different.  Instead of 
congregants reading their 
favorite poems, the Coastal 
Youth Theater of Voice will 
give a dramatic presentation 
of poems.   

    The group, led by Dee. C. 
LaBell, range in age from 9 to 
14 and are “absolutely charm-
ing,,” says Mary Freeman. 
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A ll members of the Chalice Lighter group in our congregation 
have received a mailing announcing call # 151, which is to 

assist UU Fellowship of the Peninsula ( Hampton Rhodes Vir-
ginia). The Unitarian Universal-
ists of Coastal Georgia has re-
ceived two sizable grants from 
this program to help us buy land 
and then the building we are 
now in. Most members of the 
congregation have generously 
given to this program over the 

last several years, but we have learned that some have stopped 
making payments.  
    We urge you to send in your check for the current call.  And we 
urge newcomers to our membership to sign on with this most wor-
thy program.   
     Chalice Lighters is run by the Thomas Jefferson District of 
UUA and provides financial support for congregations in building a 
church or hiring a minister.  This year it plans to award at least 
three grants.  These grants generally are for more than $25,000.   
   Bill Van Loan is coordinator of the program for UUCG.  If you 
would like to start participating or want more information, please 
see Bill.   

Wine & Auction Night Raises 
$2,700 for Our Building Fund 

T he Wine & Auction was a wonder-
ful finish to our Progressive Auc-

tion.  
   Brian Green from True Vine Wine and 
Gourmet entertained and educated a 
crowd of almost 50 people. The commit-
tee of Nancy Richmond, Mary Ann Har-
baugh, Sandy Bonilla and Beth Sutton 
had prepared "small bites" of food to pair 
with the wines Brian presented.  A few 
lucky winners won door prizes donated 
by Shawn Walsh, True Vine and Beth 
Sutton 
  All the while, people were bidding on 
some great auction items. We raised 
about $2700 from ticket sales, auction 
items, events and residuals from wine 
case purchases.  
   Thanks to everyone who helped to 
create a really fun evening! 
                  — Beth Sutton  

Religious Education

 
RE Team Will be Asking for Your Help and Ideas 

S ince attending the district RE teacher development workshop, I've been doing a lot 
of reflecting on the goals of RE as well as the meaning of an RE program to a con-

gregation.  Through the children's RE program, we have a chance 
to be a part of a child's spiritual growth and development.  RE is 
also the path through which we develop the future of our congre-
gation; however, we don't always think about the ways that 
teaching contributes to our own spiritual growth and develop-
ment.   
   During the month of April, the RE team will be taking opportu-
nities to speak to the congregation each Sunday about our RE 
program, and we will be calling on many members of the congre-
gation to help out with the rest of the church year or to consider 
volunteering for next year.  We would like to encourage you to 
spend some time reflecting on the value and potential of our RE program and hope that 
many of you will get to experience not only the positive impact you can have on the chil-
dren of our congregation but the impact they could have on you as well! 
Please keep an eye out for more information regarding our upcoming RE training and 
development workshop as well!! 
                                                                         —Rachel Markham, lead teacher 

Earth Day Dinner on April 22 

W e encourage everyone to attend the 
Glynn Environmental Coalition 

celebration dinner on Earth Day, Apr. 22.   

    We'll be marking the 40th anniversary 
of Earth Day and the 20th anniversary of 
GEC.  Mayor Bryan Thompson will be the 
keynote speaker.  GEC has fought val-
iantly to achieve many important victories 
for our local environment, often against 
great odds.  We owe them a huge debt of 
gratitude!  If you would like to attend, but 
have not received an invitation, please 
contact Diane Knight, who will get you 
connected. 

GIN to Bring “Fried Green  

Tomatoes” to UUs 
    The Golden 
Isles Network, 
and our Social 
Justice Team, 
will sponsor 
the movie 
“Fried Green 
Tomatoes,” at 
our church on 
Sunday, April 18 at 4 pm.  GIN is the 
new name of the  Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual 
and Transgender (GLBT) that has been 
active in our community.   

Chalice Lighters Helped Us; Now We Need to Keep on Giving to This TJ District Program  

Church Newsletters Can Be  

A Great Resource — for a Chuckle 

  The following items were culled from 
church newsletters and bulletin boards — 
none from ours: 

—The church will host an evening of fine 
dining, super entertainment and gracious 
hostility.  
—Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - 
prayer and medication to follow.  
—The ladies of the Church have cast off 
clothing of every kind. They may be seen in 

the basement on Friday afternoon..  
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April Helpers  

Lay Reader: Mary Freeman 

Ushers: Ken and Karla Tro-
baugh; Wendy McNabb 
(Apr,4) and Nan Phillips 
(Apr. 18) 

Music: Harlan Hambright 

Song Leader: DeLeon Pea-

cock 

House: Ron 
Yost, Jamie 
Wendt, Bill 
Freeling 

Religious Education: Ra-
chel Markham 

Book Discussion on Race Relations April 11 
   Mary Freeman will lead a discussion on the bestseller, 
“The Help,” by Kathryn Stockett.  The meeting will begin at 
2:30 pm at the church.   

  The novel, set in Jackson, Miss., has African American help 
telling about their situation in the early days of the civil rights 
movement.   Mary asks that if you have stories from the late 
50s or early 60s concerning race relations to bring  and share 
them..  

The Wolfe Street Gang: The photo, by Catherine Squire, shows several of our members with others from FaithWorks 
ministries while participating in the Wolfe Street Project, in which they deliver food to the poor in Brunswick. 

Social Justice Report

 

H ere are two important dates to put on your calendars: 
      April 24: clean-up day in the Wolfe & O Street 

neighborhood, 8:00 am 
      April 30: Stand Against Racism, 5 to 7 pm at UUCG 
      You'll learn more details about both in the coming weeks. 
    Our team was very pleased with the turnout and response 
for our March 14 Social Justice service, and also for the first 
outing in our Ethnic Restaurant Series.  Out of consideration for 
the restaurant owners, we will ask people to reply to Elaine's  
message about our April 11 service and restaurant outing.  Our 
next visit will be to Pho #1, a Vietnamese place that accommo-
dates 34 people.  We had more than that last time, so we'll con-
sider a reply to Elaine your "reservation."  We'll be offering a 
few different choices of menu items, and the restaurant can plan 
accordingly. 
    

  

At our April 11 SJ service, you can expect inspiring mu-

sic and readings, and two guest speakers.  Wright Culpepper 
will speak about where our food and money donations are going 
when we bring them for Sparrow's Nest.  He'll give us some 
typical scenarios, and tell what impact SN has on the people 
involved.  Then, either Deborah Clark or Cliff Caldwell from 
the YWCA will tell us about the "Stand Against Racism" taking 
place in Brunswick.  UUCG will be a participating site on Fri-
day, April 30 from 5 to 7 pm.  We'll explain what this will look 
like.  Members of the O Street Church of God will be joining us 
for this important event!  We will also invite Mt. Sinai folks to 
join us. 
    

  

Be sure and bring your food and money donations for 
Sparrow's Nest to our April 4 service.  Checks should be made 
to "Sparrow's Nest." 

                                   — Diane Knight  

April 11 Service to Hear Speakers on Sparrow’s Nest, Stand Against Racism 
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I Was Just Thinking 

W hile recuperating I have had plenty of thinking time.  One consistent 
thought was about this newsletter.  I decided that, even if it brings slight 

embarrassment, I want to tell you about some of my heroes in the congregation of 
Unitarian Universalists of Coastal Georgia.  I cannot mention everyone but I do 
want to mention a few of our outstanding members whom I appreciate and respect, 
probably more than they know. You see one of the things I decided while abed was 
to tell you guys how proud I am to know you and call you friends.  This is sort of a 
mini-version of my list of UU superstars.  
     First, JoAnn and Ted Davis.  These two people spend hours and hours provid-

ing mentoring and tutoring of a select group of high school students in Glynn 
county.  JoAnn and Ted have designed their own program, which is recognized by 
the school system.  They select the students, they tutor them in reading, math, sci-
ence, history, whatever studies with which they need help.  Ted and JoAnn take the students on field trips, cultural trips, 

and college site visits.  These two people have devoted countless hours and re-
sources to help shape the minds and the characters of high school students.  
Theirs is a special program directed and designed by two truly dedicated and 
gifted people.  Ted and JoAnn "walk the walk".  I appreciate and respect you 
two for the work you do encouraging, teaching, mentoring, and loving these 
young people. Not only that, Ted Davis has served as a member of the Board of 
Trustees, treasurer, and for the past two years as our president.  Ted has put in 

hours helping direct our congregation as we take on the arduous task of owning our own building. On behalf of the en-
tire congregation of UUCG, I salute you.  Please know that we respect and love you both.  
    Second is Sally Revoile.  Dear, dear Sally.  You tend our garden, you greet 

our visitors, you sing and act in our plays and you do it all with a sharing heart 
and a delightful smile.  Did you know that Sally once each month takes a group 
of elderly widows to lunch?  Sally makes the reservation, picks them up, trans-
ports them to the restaurant and pays the tab.  Some of these women haven't 
been to a nice luncheon in months or years.  Ever since I have been connected 
to UUCG, Sally Revoile has been a bulwark of dependability (and without com-
plaining).  Sally, your devotion and dedication to our group is a joy to all of us.  Thank you for being who you are and 
caring for our building, our grounds, and for us.  We love you dearly.  
    Bill and Tia Van Loan are passionate supporters of the Unitarian Universalists Congregation of Coastal Georgia and 

of the Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations.  Tia and Bill also are dedicated to the education of young 
women. Nan and I spent a few days this past year at Endicott College in Massa-
chusetts participating in the opening of the Tia Van Loan Theater for the per-
forming arts and learning about the Van Loan educational program for single 
moms who have the desire and ability to go back to school and earn a college 
education.  This is an innovative program which Bill hopes will become a 
model program for single moms in colleges across the country.  The support in 
time, energy, resources and talent which these two people spend to make 

UUCG a learning center and a "beacon of liberal religion" is something we all appreciate and admire.  Thanks you Tia 
and Bill, you are the best!  
   Let me tell you about my friend and a stalwart supporter of UUCG, Ron Willnow.  The entire seven years I have been 

the pastor, Ron has been the editor of our newsletter.  As you may know, Ron 
was an editor (and also ghost writer of a food column) of the St. Louis Post-
Dispatch newspaper for many years.  Now, month after month, Ron writes and 
edits our UUCG news. And what a job he does!  There are pictures that capture 
our life together, stories about new members, a church calendar and up-coming 
events.  Ron Willnow produces the best church news that I have ever read and 
followed.  He also helped develop our congregational Web site.  Ron has served 

(Continued on page 5) 

“JoAnn and Ted Davis … spend hours 
and hours providing mentoring and 

tutoring of a select group of high school 
students.” 

Sally Revoile tends our garden, greets 
guests, sings, acts — all with a sharing 

heart. 

Bill and Tia Van Loan are dedicated to 
the education of young women and 

helping single moms.  

“Ron Willnow produces the best church 
newsletter that I have ever read.”  
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I Was Just T h ink ing (c ont inued) 

in every capacity he has been asked to serve.  His goal is to help UUCG become "large enough so that when I take a Sun-
day off, no one will miss me."  With your help, Ron, we are getting there, slowly but surely.  Thanks for all that you do 
for all of us.  
   Barbara Sprouse has been a workhorse as Team leader of the Program Team 

and a dedicated member of UUCG.  No one I know cares more about the life of 
our congregation than Barbara.  She has been a tireless worker and steady leader 
of our Program Team for the past several years.  Barbara coordinates the people 
who set-up for our services, the people who welcome you and usher on Sunday 
mornings.  She also coordinates the scheduling and hosting of visiting clergy when I am away. I don't think that Barbara 
has missed a single MLK Parade and always donates her convertible. There are so many things Barbara does to make our 
Sunday service and our congregation run like clockwork that I cannot name them all.  Thank you, Barbara, for the hours 
you spend helping us all.  
   Mary Glenn Freeman serves on our Board of Trustees and coordinates the BGLT (Bisexual, Gay, Lesbian, and Trans-

sexual) group at UUCG.  Mary taught English for many years at the local college 
and each year coordinates our Poetry Sunday.  Mary and I have been friends 
since we first met.  She is warm, caring, and inspirational.  As we have shared 
ideas, walked for peace, and evolved the BGLT group, Mary and I have become 
even closer and I have come to appreciate her ever more deeply.  If you don't 
know Mary Freeman, do yourself a favor and get to know her. Mary, you are 
dear to me, and I love you.  

   I want to be sure that you all know Diane Knight.  Diane has led our Janet Wennik Social Justice Team for the last two 
years. Through Diane's enthusiastic and innovative leadership this team is broad-
ening and deepening the entire congregation's commitment to social justice is-
sues in our community and our world.  Diane has energized us while she and her 
team continue to develop a broad-based program which we can all be proud of 
and participate in for years to come.  I encourage you all to attend a Social Jus-
tice team meeting or community event.  While you are there please let this 
bright, caring and dedicated woman know how much we appreciate her creative 
work.  
    Finally, I want to introduce you to Beth Sutton.  Beth is not yet a member of UUCG but is certainly one of our best 

"Friends of the Fellowship"  This past fall, as we were all feeling too "tired" to put on another big auction, Beth and I 
came up with the idea of several "small events and "mini-auctions".  In order for 
this to happen, it was important to have one person coordinate the effort.  Beth 
Sutton, a friend of mine for many years, volunteered to be the coordinator. In 
fact she volunteered her husband and her good friend, Dana Roberts.  Beth, 
Dana, Starling, and her daughter Sarabeth all put in many hours working for 
UUCG to raise funds for the Building Fund in the fall of 2009 and the winter of 
2010.  Without Beth's ideas, energy, and presence we would not have had the fun 
we had, nor raised the funds to help pay off our mortgage.  I do not have a final 

accounting yet, but through the leadership, work, and friendship of Beth Sutton we raised approximately $10,000 and had 
a lot of pleasure doing it.  When I participated in Beth and Starlings wedding many years ago we never dreamed we 
would all be working together in Brunswick, GA, helping develop a UU congregation.  Dear Beth, thank you for your 
help, your friendship, and your love. With friends like you, the Phillips family, the UU family, and the entire community 
are all stronger and healthier.  Thank you, my dear friend, and thanks to all the Sutton clan.  
   Well, these are just a few of the people I wanted to thank and let know how much I appreciate and care for them.  This 

is just one representative group of people who help make UUCG a "beloved community." 
Fortunately for all of us, there are many more.  
    With love and appreciation,  
    Bill  
    Ps. See you all on Sunday, April 4th.    

Barbara Sprouse has been a tireless 
worker and steady leader of our Program 

Team..  

Mary Freeman serves on our Board of 
Trustees and is warm, caring and 

inspirational. 

Diane Knight’s enthusiastic and 
innovative leadership  is deepening the 
congregation’s commitment to social 
justice in our community and world. 

Beth Sutton’s ideas, energy and presence 
have helped raise the funds to help pay off 

our mortgage.   



P.O. Box 1056 

Brunswick, GA, 31521 

Unitarian Universalists 
of Coastal Georgia  

 

Reaching Us  

By phone: 265-9424 

By Email: uu-
coastalga@gmail.com

 

On the Web: www.uuacg.org.   

Address: 1710 Gloucester St.  

Brunswick, GA. 31521 

      

"Affirming and promot-
ing the goal of world 
community with peace, 
liberty & justice for all." 
— UUA  


